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LOCAL COMPANYCONFIRMS SPONSORSHIP FOR 4th BI-ANNUAL THINK PINK CHARITY BALL

[Issued 15th April 2010]

The organisers of the Think Pink Ball, one of the most successful charity events in the region, is delighted to announce that OpenContact, the Norwich-based call centre provider, has generously agreed to be this year’s headline sponsor. 

OpenContact has been leading the way in outsourced call centre solutions in the UK since 2000. Based in Norwich, OpenContact is a family firm, which prides itself on its open and honest attitude and its exceptional customer service. The company delivers a full package of fulfilment needs including managing incoming and outbound calls, handling all post, carrying out mailings, warehousing and distribution and data services, and serves clients both locally and nationwide.

Fiona Temple, Managing Director, said :

“We are thrilled to be able to support this year’s Think Pink event and extremely proud to be headline sponsor for 2010. We have no doubt that the Think Pink team will put together a spectacular event and we very much look forward to helping raise funds for such deserving charities.” 

Sarah Softley, Chair of The Think Pink Committee 2010, said :

“We are delighted to have the support of OpenContact for this year’s event. Their enthusiasm for our event and their commitment to the ball has been overwhelming and we very much look forward to working with them in the coming months.”

The Norwich Think Pink Ball, which takes place every other year, is organised by a small team of professional women who are passionate about raising money for breast cancer charities. Since their first event in 2004 they have secured incredible support from businesses and organisations across Norfolk and raised over £52,000 for breast cancer charities, including Breakthrough Breast Cancer and the EDP’s fund for the breast cancer care unit at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital in King’s Lynn. This year’s event will see the profits divided between Breakthrough Breast Cancer and local charities, Keeping Abreast and The Rosemary Group. 

This year’s ball will be a spectacular social event, taking place on 10th September in a marquee in the grounds of Colney Hall, by kind permission of owner James Boddy. The evening will be a circus themed event for 450 people, with arrival drink, three course dinner with wine, entertainment, live music and dancing until late and as well as the headline sponsorship from OpenContact, the event has already received support from a number of prominent local businesses, including Gareth James Graphic Design, A New Leaf Design, Lucid Digital Media, Weatherill Brothers (Hire) Limited, ETS Lighting and The Edge Entertainment Consultants, as well as Chris Coubrough and the team at the Flying Kiwi Inns.
In another very exciting announcement, the Think Pink Committee 2010, have also launched an exclusive opportunity for anyone wanting to host an event in Norwich in September this year. 

Sarah Softley, Chair of The Think Pink Committee 2010, explained :

“We are thrilled that Weatherill Brothers (Hire) Limited and ETS Lighting, with the kind permission of owner, James Boddy, have agreed that the marquee can remain in the grounds of Colney Hall until Monday 13th September. Therefore, we are offering an amazing deal on a package of marquee hire, lighting and venue to anyone looking to host an event for anything from 100 to 500 people on 11th or 12th September this year. The cost of this package would be just £3000, less than half what you would pay for these items if you were to set it up yourself, but that money will go directly to our nominated charities, which would make a fantastic difference to the overall amount we can hope to raise.”

The team are keen to stress that this would not have to be for a ball; the marquee can cater for up to 500 guests and could be used for any form of indoor event, from a wedding to a family fun day. 
The Think Pink team is also still looking for sponsors for the event, so to find out more about the ball, how you could benefit from the exclusive marquee hire offer or for tickets for the Think Pink Ball 2010, please contact Sarah Softley at Softley Events on 01362 857191, office@softleyevents.co.uk or visit www.softleyevents.co.uk
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Notes for Editors

About The Think Pink Ball 2010 
· The Think Pink Ball 2010 will take place on 10th September 2010. 

· The Think Pink Ball 2010 is being held in a marquee on the grounds of Colney Hall. 

· The ball will be catered for by Chris Coubrough and his team from The Flying Kiwi Inns. 
· Tickets for the 2010 Think Pink Ball are £57.50 each. 

· There are still sponsorship opportunities for companies and individuals wishing to support the 2010 Think Pink Ball. For details contact Sarah Softley on 01362 857191. 
About OpenContact 

· OpenContact is a Norwich based business with customers nationwide and was established in 2000. 
· OpenContact is a family company run by Executive Chariman Ron Pollin and his daughter, Managing Director, Fiona Temple. 

· OpenContact offer a full range of business outsource solutions, including in-bound and out-bound call centres, virtual receptionist, data services and fulfilment services, from mailings, warehousing and distribution, packaging and dispatch and stock control.

About The Rosemary Group 

The group was set up and is supervised by the Breast Cancer Nurse Specialist at the Norfolk and Norwich University Hospital. They recognised that women living with secondary breast and ggynaecological cancer valued the support and friendship of women and of meeting together as a group outside the hospital and their treatment programs.

About Breakthrough

·  Breakthrough Breast Cancer needs to raise at least £25 million each year to support its vital research, campaigning and education work.

· In 1999 Breakthrough established the UK’s first dedicated breast cancer research centre in partnership with The Institute of Cancer Research. Breakthrough opened three new research units in Edinburgh, London and Manchester in 2008.

· Over 44,000 women are diagnosed with breast cancer each year in the UK. 

· Breast cancer is the most commonly diagnosed cancer in the UK.  It accounts for nearly 1 in 3 of all cancers in women.

· For further information about Breakthrough or breast cancer please visit www.breakthrough.org.uk or call the charity’s free information line on 08080 100 200.
About Keeping Abreast

· Keeping Abreast was established in September 2007 by patients Anna Beckingham and Beverley Birritteri and Breast Reconstruction nurse specialist Ruth Harcourt.

· Keeping Abreast recognise a need for women, both newly diagnosed with breast cancer facing the possibility of mastectomy, and also women further down the line who are also considering reconstructive surgery, to be able to meet and talk to other women who have been through similar experiences.

· Keeping Abreast have set up support groups throughout Norfolk, offering an informal relaxed atmosphere where women facing the possibility of breast reconstruction can talk to other women facing the same issue. 

· Keeping Abreast provides direct access to women who have already benefited from surgery.

· Keeping Abreast hosts informative talks from professionals associated with breast reconstruction and general wellbeing.
About Gareth James Design 

· Gareth James Design Associates  is a Norfolk creative design agency specialising in integrated business communication.
· Established in 1998 by Gareth James and his partner Belinda, the agency has a team of highly creative professionals, specialising in graphic design, branding, literature, websites, marketing and PR. 
· We are proud of the longevity of our client relationships. Each of our top 6 clients has been with us for over 7 years; one has been using us for 18 years.
· Clients include VisitNorwich, Norfolk Homes, Parker Filtration and the NHS.

· Belinda James said, " We are delighted that the Think Pink team asked us to design the TP  website and promotional material. It is an incredibly worthy cause and we think the ball itself is the best in the county. We are already looking forward to September the 10th!"

· Contact Gareth or Belinda. t : 01508 470854 / e : gjamesdesign@enterprise.net
About Lucid Digital Media  

· Lucid Digital Media was established in 2009 by James Burrows and Chris Ridley, who had both been freelance web designers working independently with large local and national advertising agencies for many years. 

· Lucid Digital Media have a dedicated team of online professionals, offering full e-commerce corporate content managed websites through to creative brochure sites for individuals and small businesses. 

· Lucid Digital Media also offer support to local and national advertising agencies that perhaps don't have a dedicated online team, or need to strengthen their own, giving them a full package of online solutions.

· Lucid Digital Media offers accessible creative web design, e-commerce, search engine optimisation for all areas of business sectors

· Lucid Digital Media is based at Swan Yard, King Street, Norwich.

· For more information about Lucid Digital Media please visit: www.luciddigitalmedia.co.uk or phone (0)1603 886004.
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