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THINK PINK TEAM LAUNCH DETAILS OF SPECTACULAR 2010 BALL
Celebrity Master Chef Chris Coubrough and his Flying Kiwi Inns to treat guests to a sumptuous three course dinner 
[1st January 2010]
The organisers of the Think Pink Ball, one of the most successful charity events in the region, are delighted to confirm that 2010 will see the fourth bi-annual Think Pink Ball take place here in Norwich. 
In an exciting departure from previous events, this year’s ball will have a circus theme and will take place on Friday 10th September, in a marquee in the stunning surroundings of Colney Hall. 

Sarah Softley, Chairwoman of the Think Pink Committee, said :

“In previous years we have been over subscribed for tickets and it has been heartbreaking turning people away, not only in terms of disappointing individuals who would have loved to have attended our event but also in terms of limiting our fundraising capabilities. By taking the event into a marquee, we have been able to significantly increase our capacity and, we hope, the amount we raise this year”.

This year’s organisers, Sarah Softley, Ruth Thurston and Anna Stevenson are delighted to report that they have already received a fantastic response in these early stages of planning, with the site at Colney Hall being kindly donated by owner James Boddy. 
In addition, they have been joined by the award winning team at The Flying Kiwi Inns, who will provide guests with a sumptuous three course dinner on the night. The North Norfolk based company, which owns The King’s Head at Letheringsett, The Crown Inn at East Rudham, The Ship Inn at Brancaster and The Crown Hotel at Wells-Next-The-Sea, is run by Kiwi Master Chef Chris Coubrough who will be designing the menu for next year’s event. 
Chris, a native New Zealander, has settled in Norfolk, where he brings to his cooking the passion and enthusiasm for producing fresh, wholesome food from local ingredients, which he has learnt from his childhood in New Zealand and his worldwide travels. In addition to his hectic day-to-day life running The Flying Kiwi Inns, Chris has also produced a couple of successful television series, the most recent being, ‘A Taste of Greenland’ which is due to air later this year.
In another exciting development, the team at Think Pink have this year put the opportunity to be headline sponsor for the event out to auction, with silent bids being invited from interested parties. Letters have been sent to companies who have already expressed an interest in donating funds in return for headline billing and the auction will close at midnight on 29th January 2010. 

Anna Stevenson, Think Pink Committee Member, said : 


“We have been so fortunate in previous years to receive extremely generous donations from our headline sponsors and a number of companies have approached us this year to offer their support. We felt the fairest way to settle on a sponsor would be to put it to auction. We have sent out sponsorship letters to number of companies we know are interested, but anyone is welcome to submit a bid and can contact us for an information pack”. 

This year’s event also sees a development for the beneficiary of the event’s proceeds. In previous years, the team have selected one charity who benefit from the money, but following 2010’s event, the proceeds will be divided equally between Breakthrough Breast Cancer, Keeping Abreast and The Rosemary Group. 
Ruth Thurston, Committee Member, said : 


“I have worked on all of the Think Pink balls and the hardest decision is always who will be our nominated charity for the proceeds. This year, we decided we would split the funds three ways, offering our support not only to those who work so hard researching this terrible disease at Breakthrough Breast Cancer, but also to women who have breast cancer and who are helped by local support groups Keeping Abreast and The Rosemary Group.”.
The Norwich Think Pink Ball takes place every other year. It is organised by a team of professional Norwich-based women who have all seen loved ones suffer with cancer. Since the first ball in 2004 incredible support has been secured from businesses and organisations across Norfolk and raised a total of over £50,000 for charities such as the EDP’s fund for the breast cancer care unit at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital in King’s Lynn and Breakthrough Breast Cancer. 

This year’s event will be a spectacular social event for 450 people, who will be entertained in true circus style, with a ringmaster taking the place of a master of ceremonies, and dancing in the grand ring. 
The Think Pink team welcome enquiries for both headline sponsorship and other aspects of the event, so to find out more and for tickets for the Think Pink ball, please contact Sarah Softley at Softley Events on 01362 857191, info@softleyevents.co.uk or visit www.softleyevents.co.uk
ENDS

For further information and for a sponsorship information pack, please contact Sarah Softley on 01362 857191 or Anna Stevenson on 01603 881574.
Notes for Editors

About Breakthrough
·  Breakthrough Breast Cancer needs to raise at least £25 million each year to support its vital research, campaigning and education work.
· In 1999 Breakthrough established the UK’s first dedicated breast cancer research centre in partnership with The Institute of Cancer Research. Breakthrough opened three new research units in Edinburgh, London and Manchester in 2008.
· Over 44,000 women are diagnosed with breast cancer each year in the UK. 

· Breast cancer is the most commonly diagnosed cancer in the UK.  It accounts for nearly 1 in 3 of all cancers in women.
· For further information about Breakthrough or breast cancer please visit www.breakthrough.org.uk or call the charity’s free information line on 08080 100 200.
About Keeping Abreast

· Keeping Abreast was established in September 2007 by patients Anna Beckingham and Beverley Birritteri and Breast Reconstruction nurse specialist Ruth Harcourt.

· Keeping Abreast recognise a need for women, both newly diagnosed with breast cancer facing the possibility of mastectomy, and also women further down the line who are also considering reconstructive surgery, to be able to meet and talk to other women who have been through similar experiences.

· Keeping Abreast have set up support groups throughout Norfolk, offering an informal relaxed atmosphere where women facing the possibility of breast reconstruction can talk to other women facing the same issue. 

· Keeping Abreast provides direct access to women who have already benefited from surgery.

· Keeping Abreast hosts informative talks from professionals associated with breast reconstruction and general wellbeing.
About The Rosemary Group 

· The group was set up and is supervised by the Breast Cancer Nurse Specialist at the Norfolk and Norwich University Hospital. They recognised that women living with secondary breast and ggynaecological cancer valued the support and friendship of women and of meeting together as a group outside the hospital and their treatment programs.
About the Flying Kiwi Inns

· Flying Kiwi Inns pride themselves on offering good food, good wine, good service and a good ambience in all their hotels and inns.  

· Flying Kiwi Inns offer modern day comfort in traditional surroundings. 

· Flying Kiwi Inns consider their local food heroes exceptionally important 

· Chris Coubrough is totally committed to Norfolk and the pubs are his way of giving something back to the community. 

· Flying Kiwi Inns as a company and Chris Coubrough are massive supporters of both local and national charities.
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