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NOBEL PRIZE WINNER CHAMPIONS NORWICH THINK PINK 2008 CHARITY BALL
Northwood Norwich announced as the Think Pink Ball’s headline sponsor 

6 June  2008

The Norwich-based organisers of the Think Pink Ball, one of the most successful charity events in the region, is honoured to announce that Professor Sir Martin Evans, winner of the 2007 Nobel Prize for Medicine, is supporting this year’s event. 

Sir Martin and his wife will be guests of honour at the charity ball which will take place at Norwich City Football Club on Friday 17th October 2008. The event will raise funds for Breakthrough Breast Cancer, the UK’s leading charity committed to fighting breast cancer through research, campaigning and education. 
Sir Martin has been described as the father of stem cell research and named as one of ten Britons who have shaped our world. The genetic techniques he has developed with his two fellow Nobel Laureates are already bringing significant benefits in the fight against major diseases, including breast cancer.

In addition to his work, Sir Martin has personal knowledge of living with breast cancer as his wife had the disease in 1999. He is also a Trustee of Breakthrough Breast Cancer. 
The team is also delighted to announce that the headline sponsor for the 2008 Think Pink Ball is Northwood Norwich, the residential property lettings specialist which provides a unique guaranteed rental income service for landlords as well as traditional property management and tenant-find operations. 
The Norwich Think Pink Ball takes place every other year. It is organised by a team of professional Norwich-based women who have all been touched by breast cancer. Since they organised their first ball in 2004 they have secured incredible support from businesses and organisations across Norfolk and raised a total of £34,000. The 2006 event delivered a record £20,000 which was donated to the EDP’s fund for the breast cancer care unit at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital in King’s Lynn. 

This year’s event will be a spectacular social event for 400 people. In addition to Northwood, the ball is being supported by House of Fraser, Hemera Workplace Solutions, Brian Fisher and Sons, Signs Express, Dynamite Creative and Softley Events.
Professor Sir Martin Evans said:

“It is a pleasure to back the work of the Think Pink team in Norwich and its contribution to the fight against breast cancer. While research is bringing us ever closer to a future free from the fear of breast cancer, the contribution of fundraisers like this team is crucial. We continue to need their dedication and energy to keep the issue of breast cancer high on the agenda, to help raise money to enable research to continue and to ensure that people affected by the disease receive the best possible services and treatments when and where they most need it. Their work, and the support it achieves, makes a real contribution and I am really looking forward to a wonderful evening at this year’s Think Pink Ball.”

Stephen Summerhayes and Sean Connor, Managing Directors of Northwood Norwich said:

“Northwood is proud to be headline sponsor for this year’s Think Pink Ball and to be associated with such an important fundraising drive. We are sure that the team will organise another excellent event and will continue to secure the support of businesses and individuals to help them achieve their goal for Breakthrough this year.”
Chris Askew, Director of Fundraising at Breakthrough Breast Cancer said:

“Breakthrough is delighted to benefit from this year’s Think Pink Ball. The funds raised will help Breakthrough to continue its vital work including research at Breakthrough's dedicated research centre, as well as our ongoing campaigning and education work. We’re also pleased that Sir Martin Evans, as a Breakthrough Trustee, is lending his supporting to the Think Pink team."

Sarah Softly who heads the Think Pink team added:

“It is a huge honour to have the support of Sir Martin Evans for the 2008 Think Pink Ball. Sir Martin has dedicated his professional life to finding ways of tackling diseases like breast cancer and he shares with us close personal experience of its devastating effects.
“His work is inspirational and gives hope to everyone affected by breast cancer. His recognition of our work makes us even more determined to ensure our event generates more funding for Breakthrough, and its vital work.
”I am also delighted to have the support of Northwood Norwich and look forward to working closely with them to achieve our objectives for the 2008 Think Pink Ball.”
The Think Pink team is still looking for sponsors so to find out more, and for tickets for the Think Pink ball, please contact Sarah Softley at Softley Events on 01603 759336, office@softleyevents.co.uk or visit www.softleyevents.co.uk
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For further information and for requests for interviews with Professor Sir Martin Evans, Sarah Softley and the Think Pink Team or Breakthrough, please contact Helen McCorry at foxmurphy on 01603 621567 or Liz Ensor at Breakthrough on 0207 280 4268.
Notes for Editors
Professor Sir Martin Evans FRS

After graduating from the University of Cambridge, Martin Evans decided on a career studying the genetic control of vertebrate development and undertook research for his PhD at University College, London in the department of Anatomy and Embryology. He then followed a long academic career path through various lecturing posts to Professor of Mammalian Genetics at Cambridge in the 1990’s. He is currently Director of School and Professor of Mammalian Genetics at the Cardiff School of Biosciences. 
Professor Evans is a Fellow of the Royal Society and a founder Fellow of the Academy of Medical Sciences. His expertise is functional genetics, within which he has worked with breast cancer. He received the Lasker Award in 2001 and was knighted in 2004 for services to Medical Science. 
His wife had breast cancer in 1999. She joined UKBCC in 2000 and is one of the founders of the Cardiff Breast Cancer support group. 
In October 2007, Martin was awarded the Nobel Prize for medicine. He was honoured along with two colleagues, and the award recognised the team’s work on introducing genetic changes in mice using embryonic stem cells. Martin has been a Trustee of Breakthrough Breast Cancer since October 2004.

About Breakthrough
·  Breakthrough Breast Cancer needs to raise at least £25 million each year for the next three years to support its vital research, campaigning and education work.
· In 1999 Breakthrough established the UK’s first dedicated breast cancer research centre in partnership with The Institute of Cancer Research. Breakthrough is opening three new research units in Edinburgh, London and Manchester in 2008 and
· Over 44,000 women are diagnosed with breast cancer each year in the UK. 

· Breast cancer is the most commonly diagnosed cancer in the UK.  It accounts for nearly 1 in 3 of all cancers in women.
· For further information about Breakthrough or breast cancer please visit www.breakthrough.org.uk or call the charity’s free information line on 08080 100 200.
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